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doctrine allowed to private associations, and where simple liberty
for the Church represented an increase of power. The Liberal
Catholics conducted the campaign simultaneously in the three
countries; their leaders were in personal communication.

In Ireland, O'Connell, in the name of liberty, demanded and
obtained (1829) the repeal of the Test Act and the admission of
Catholics to civil equality. In Belgium the Liberal Catholics, in
the name of liberty, aided in the revolt against Holland and
secured the Constitution of 1831. This granted to the clergy
complete liberty as in America, and at the same time preserved
to them their privileges as in Europe. In France the party was
merely a group of young men. Their leader, Abbe Lamennais,
had protested against the expulsion of the Jesuits (1829): " We
demand for the Catholic Church the liberty promised by the
Charter to all religions, the^ liberty which is extended to Protes-
tants and Jews. . . We want liberty of conscience, of the press,
and of education, and that is what the Belgians, too, are demand-
ing." Lacordaire demanded American liberty. The party was
small and had no influence with the government, but it excited
public opinion through its organ, the Avenir, founded in August,
1830, and by the declarations of Montalembert, peer of France.
He demanded liberty of education, that is, the right to establish
Catholic schools. Later they went on to reject the concordat,
which gave the choice of bishops to the enemies of Catholicism,
and to demand the separation of Church and state.

The Liberal Catholics, in accepting liberty, did not give up the
direction of morals, education, and charities; but they declared
that these things, not being within the domain of the state, must
be cared for by the individual citizen, who had the right to hand
over the control of them to the clergy. In the Church they
recognised the supreme and absolute power of the Pope; they
were Ultramontanes, opposed to the National Churches, although
the ill-informed French public often made Liberal the synonym
for Gallican and the opposite of Ultramontane. But the doctrine
of liberty, as opposed to unity of the faith, was never accepted by
the court of Rome. Gregory XVI. (1830-46) condemned the
Belgian constitution as Pius VIL had condemned the French
Charte, because it recognised liberty of religion and of the press;
he condemned the Liberal Catholics of France in the encyclical
Mirari Vos (August, 1832).*

* Among the " causes of the evils that afflict the Church" it specified
indifferentism, or that perverse idea spread about through the dishonesty